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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is 
hereby directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise 
indicated herein, one copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested 
that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, 
and that the reference(s) be made of record therein and appear among the "References 
Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. The filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement and the enclosed PTO Form No. 1449, shall not be construed as an 
admission that the information cited is prior art, or is considered to be material to 
patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56(b). The paragraphs marked below are 
applicable. It is believed that no fees other than those indicated below are due, but 
authorization is hereby given to charge any additional fees due, or to credit any 
overpayment, to deposit account 11-0600. 

0 1 . This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three 
months of the filing date of a national application other than a continued prosecution 
application under 37 C.F.R. §1 .53(d), (b) within three months of the date of entry of the 
national stage as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.491 in an international application, (c) before 
the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits in the present application, OR (d) 
before the mailing of a first office action after filing of a request for continued 
examination. No certification or fee is required. 
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□ 2. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three 
months after the U.S. filing date AND after the mailing date of the first Office Action on 
the merits, but before the mailing date of a final action, Notice of Allowance, or any 
action that otherwise closes prosecution. 

□ a. I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this 
Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 CFR 
§1. 97(e)(1). 

□ b. I hereby certify that no item of information in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application or, to my knowledge after making reasonable 
inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR §1 .56(c) more than 
three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 CFR 
§1. 97(e)(2). 

□ c. Please debit Deposit Account No. 11-0600 in the amount of 
$180.00 in payment of the fee under 37 CFR §1.1 7(p) to ensure consideration of 
the disclosed information. Two duplicate copies of this paper are attached. 37 
CFR §1. 97(c)(2). 

□ 3. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after the mailing date 
of a final action, Notice of Allowance or an action that otherwise closes prosecution, but 
before payment of the Issue Fee. Applicant(s) hereby request(s) that the Information 
Disclosure Statement be considered. Please debit Deposit Account No. 11-0600 in the 
amount of $180.00 in payment of the petition fee under 37 CFR §1.17(p) to ensure 
consideration of the disclosed information. Two duplicate copies of this paper are 
attached. 

□ a. I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this 
Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in any counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 CFR 
§1. 97(e)(1). 

□ b. I hereby certify that no item of information in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application or, to my knowledge after making reasonable 
inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR §1. 56(c) more than 
three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 CFR 
§1 .97(e)(2). 

□ 4. Relevance of the non-English language reference(s) is discussed in the 
present specification. 
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P 5. Some of the reference(s) was/were cited in a counterpart foreign 
application. An English language version of the foreign search report is attached for the 
Examiner's information. 

□ 6. A concise explanation of the relevance of the non-English language 
reference(s) appears in the Appendix attached hereto. 

W 7. The Examinees attention is directed to co-pending U.S. Patent Application 
No. 10/282,211 , filed October 29, 2002, which is directed to related technical subject 
matter. The identification of this U.S. Patent Application is not to be construed as a 
waiver of secrecy as to that application now or upon issuance of the present application 
as a patent. The Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the cited application 
and the art cited therein during examination of the present application. 

□ 8. This application is one of a series of related applications, identified in the 
attached Appendix, which are directed to related technical subject matter. The 
identification of those U.S. Patent Applications is not to be construed as a waiver of 
secrecy as to those applications now or upon issuance of the present application as a 
patent. The Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the cited applications and 
the art cited therein during the examination. 

9 9. Some of the reference(s) was/were cited by or submitted to the Office in 
application No. 10/282,211 , filed October 29, 2002 . Copies of these references are not 
attached. 

□ 10. English-language Abstracts of the non-English language references are 
attached hereto. 

0 11. Since this application was filed after June 30, 2003, copies of U.S. references 
are not included. 

□ 12. Other. 


Kenyon & Kenyon & Kenyon 
1500 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202) 220-4200 
Facsimile: (202) 220-4201 


Respectfully submitted, 




Douglas E. Ringel 
Registration No. 34,416 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



ATTY. DOCKET NO. 
10546/55704 

SERIAL NO. 
Unassigned 

APPLICANT Name(s) 

Jeffrey Michael WENDLANDT 

FILING DATE 
November 25, 2003 

GROUP 
Unassigned 


U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 

PATENT 
NUMBER 

PATENT 
DATE 

NAME 

CLASS/ 
SUBCLASS 

FILING 
DATE 


5,144,848 

9/8/92 

Uenishi et al. 

73/866.5 

11/2/90 


4,838,859 

6/13/89 

Strassmann 

604/95 

5/19/87 


4,148,307 

4/10/79 

Utsugi 

128/4 

12/22/76 


5,325,845 

7/5/94 

Adair 

128/4 

6/8/92 i 


5,613,947 

3/25/97 

Chin 

604/96 

11/15/95 


5,259,366 

11/9/93 

Reydel et al. 

128/4 

11/3/92 


4,646,722 

3/3/87 

Silverstein et al. 

128/4 

12/10/84 


3,665,928 

5/30/72 

Del Guercio 

128/350R 

10/6/69 


3,589,356 

6/29/71 

Silverman 

128/1.2 

9/4/69 


4,066,070 

1/3/78 

Utsugi 

128/4 

6/30/76 


4,066,071 

1/3/78 

Nagel 

128/7 

8/15/75 


5,662,587 

9/2/97 

Grundfest et al. 

600/114 

8/16/94 


5,398,670 

3/21/95 

Ortiz et al. 

128/6 

8/31/93 


4,176,662 

12/4/79 

Frazer 

128/6 

6/17/77 


4,207,872 

6/17/80 

Meiri et al. 

128/4 

12/16/77 


4,475,902 

10/9/84 

Schubert 

604/95 

3/23/82 


4,530,698 

7/23/85 

Goldstein et al. 

604/271 

11/2/83 


4,676,228 

6/30/87 

Krasner et al. 

128/4 

10/25/85 


4,690,131 

9/1/87 

Lyddy, Jr. et al. 

128/4 

5/12/86 


4,934,786 

6/19/90 

Krauter 

350/96.26 

8/7/89 


5,045,070 

9/3/91 

Grodecki et al. 

604/271 

12/22/88 


5,163,927 

11/17/92 

Woker et al. 

604/271 

10/17/91 


5,167,901 

12/1/92 

Driver et al. 

264/570 

2/25/92 


5,171,305 

12/15/92 

Schickling et al. 

604/271 

10/17/91 


5,259,364 

11/9/93 

Bob et al. 

128/4 

12/24/91 
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5,337,732 

8/16/94 

Grundfest et al. 

128/4 

9/16/92 


3,669,099 

6/13/72 

Silverman 

128/2M 

12/1/69 

0 i 

> 3,895,637 

7/22/75 

Choy 

128/348 

10/19/73 

DEC 23 2003 | 

5,345,925 

9/13/94 

Allred, III et al. 

128/4 

3/26/93 

i 

f 

5,364,353 

11/15/94 

Corfitsen et al. 

604/95 

11/24/93 


5,562,601 

10/8/96 

Takada 

600/114 

3/24/95 


5,571,114 

1 1/5/96 

Devanaboyina 

606/108 

7/13/94 


5,586,968 

12/24/96 

Griindl et al. 

600/114 

1/3/95 


5,595,565 

1/21/97 

Treat et al. 

600/114 

6/30/94 


5,454,364 

10/3/95 

Kriiger 

600/114 

11/23/92 


5,389,100 

2/14/95 

Bacich et al. 

606/108 

11/6/91 


4,389,208 

6/21/83 

LeVeen et al. 

604/95 

1 1/6/80 


5,906,591 

5/25/99 

Dario et al. 

604/95 

10/21/97 


5,181,452 

1/26/93 

Immega 

91/418 

11/22/91 


5,317,952 

6/7/94 

Immega 

91/418 

12/14/92 


2,767,705 

10/23/56 

Moore 

128/4 

10/8/54 


5,817,057 

10/6/98 

Berenstein et al. 

604/95 

9/13/96 


4,735,501 

4/5/88 

Ginsburgh et al. 

356/241 

4/21/86 


5,179,934 

01/93 

Nagayoshi et al. 

600/152 



5,531,664 

07/96 

Adachi et al. 

600/149 



6,007,482 

12/99 

Madni et al. 

600/1 14 



6,162,171 

12/00 

Ng et al. 

600/101 



5,243,967 

09/14/93 

Hibino 




6,071,234 

06/06/00 

Takada 




4,676,228 

06/30/87 

Krasner, et al. 




* - If pertinent 

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 

DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 

DATE 

COUNTRY 

CLASS/ 
SUBCLASS 

TRANSLATION 

YES 

NO 


WO 99/33392 

7/8/99 

WIPO 
(Abstract) 

A61B 
1/31,5/03 




WO 99/53827 

10/28/99 

WIPO 
(Abstract) 

A61B 1/005, 
1/31 
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EXAMINER 
INITIAL 

/V * AUTHOR, TITLE, DATE, PERTINENT PAGES, ETC. 




( ftc 2 3 ana § ) 

1:2. m 1 


EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 

EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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